
A project concern

Restoring 
Eco-systems

S T O R Y  T H R E E



Phase 2 of  the pro ject  cuts  through the Va l ley  of  a

Thousand Hi l l s .  The h i l l s  are  home to many res idents ,  and

are a lso  a  wel l -known and beaut i fu l ,  tour ist  dest inat ion .

On one of  these h i l l s  an exc i t ing d iscovery  was made:   a

spec ia l  type of  grass ,  which is  found nowhere e lse  in  the

prov ince of  KwaZulu-Nata l ,  was growing .  Th is  d iscovery

cou ld  not  be ignored .  A p lan had to  be dev ised that  would

preserve the grasses for  rep lant ing ,  once construct ion ,

was complete .  Add it iona l ly ,  once rep lanted ,  the

susta inab i l i ty  of  the grasses had to  be ensured under

severe water  restr ict ions  brought  on by the drought .

Desp ite  these concerns ,  the Northern Corr idor  was

mapped and the p lacement of  the grasses ,  shrubs and

trees on the h i l l ,  was documented .  Samples  of  the grasses

were prov ided to  a  nursery  in  the A lbert  Fa l l s  area ,  where

they were grown and nurtured .  Once the topso i l  and

fert i l i ser  had been la id  on the h i l l ,  the grasses ,  shrubs

and trees ,  were rep lanted in  the i r  exact  pos i t ion .

 

Those of  us  in  the bus iness  of  deve lopment ,  whether

structura l  or  human,  can no longer  ignore the fact  that

we l ive  on a  p lanet  under  severe stress .  Go ing forward ,

every  effort ,  no matter  how seeming ly  smal l ,  shou ld  be

taken to  restore the eco-systems in  which we work ,  to

the ir  prev ious state .

I t  might  seem an unnecessary  exerc ise  to  some,
but  the fact  that  our  partners  in  the eThekwin i
Munic ipa l i ty  took the t ime and effort  to  cons ider
the eco-system in  which the Western Aqueduct
Pro ject  took p lace ,  spoke vo lumes to  us .


